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“Ladies and Gentlemen: It is 
a pleasure to welcome you to 
this most auspicious moment 
in the 168th year of life of 
The George Washington Uni- 
versity.” With these words, 
University Marshal Robert 
Gean Jones began the cere- 
mony that was to culminate 
with the investiture of Stephen 
Joel Trachtenberg as fifteenth president of The George 
Washington University. 

The 1:30 p.m. April 16 ceremony climaxed a weekend 
of festivity, one that combined inaugural activities with 
Alumni Reunion Weekend events so that returning alumni 
could join in the inaugural excitement and have an oppor- 
tunity to witness and participate in GW history. 

Participation was the order of the w eekend. The university 
community seemed ready to celebrate, and celebrate it did. 
To be sure, the inauguration of Stephen Joel Trachtenberg 
had its serious moments, but throughout the weekend of 
April 15 the tone was more merry than solemn as large 
crowds of well wishers gathered to launch the university's 
new presidency. 

In addition to alumni reunion activities (page 6), three 
major events dominated the w eekend: a Saturday-night gala, 
featuring two dance bands on two floors of the Marvin 
Center; the mid-day Sunday inauguration ceremony itself; 
and post-inauguration receptions, once again held on the 
first and third floors of the Marvin Center. 

On an unseasonably cold, rainy Saturday night, more 
than 2,000 people turned out for the gala party for the new 
president and his lady—creating a black-tie receiving line 
that extended around the block as honored guests and staff 
members alike waited for their turn to wish President and 
Mrs. Trachtenberg success in their new undertaking. It was, 
according to several long-time GW-watchers, the largest 
and most enthusiastic turnout in memory. 

On Sunday a crowd that again numbered more than 2,000 
came to the Charles E. Smith Center to witness the 
inauguration. Strains of Mendelssohn’s ‘*War March of the 
Priests’’ accompanied the entering procession, which in- 
cluded ambassadors to the United States and other foreign 
dignitaries from more than 50 countries—as well as GW 
faculty, administrators, students, alumni and more than 300 
delegates from other institutions of higher education. F. 

Greetings were offered by three of Trachtenberg’s past Oe Sk “If the past is 
associates—President John Silber of Boston University, ak eee : 
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where Trachtenberg spent his last 11 years as president of $ 

the University of Hartford; and former Democratic National George Washington 
Committee Treasurer Peter G. Kelly, Trachtenberg’s class- i University is in 
mate at Yale Law School. Silber described the new president i ty hee 

as having a ‘vaulting imagination’’ and the “‘energy of a for some exciting 
monsoon. "’ Borges called GW ‘‘the perfect setting” for =. times, growth and 
Trachtenberg’s talents. Kelly spoke of his former class- ; A 
mate’s ability to surround himself with people ‘in a swirl development. 


of good humor and devotion.” ; 
In commemoration of the fact that this April marked the * Carol J. Guardo, 
200th anniversary of the inauguration of George Washington President, 
as America’s first president, the Bible on which he took 
the oath of office was used in the GW’s April 16 ceremony. 
Passages from the Books of Micah and John were read. 
The inauguration also featured presentations from several 
university constituencies to the new president. Among the 
presentations, symbolic of the inauguration, were: a Copy 
f the University Charter, presented by Sen. Daniel Inouye 
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of Hawaii, a GW alumnus and trustee; a leather-bound 
edition of the university’s Code of Governance, presented 
by Lilien Robinson, chair of the Executive Committee of 
the Faculty Senate; a specially designed and framed map 
of the world, presented by the senior diplomat in attendance, 
Ambassador Andrew J. Jacovides of Cyprus; and a map of 
the District of Columbia, presented on behalf of GW’s 
nonacademic staff members by Thelma Spriggs of the Office 
of Campus Life. 

Also presented were a plaque commemorating the planting 
of a cherry tree by the students as a welcoming gesture, 
presented by student association president Raffi Terzian; 
the Presidential Gown, presented by General Alumni As- 
sociation President Edward N. Vest; and the University 
Seal of Office, a bronze medallion with black enamel, 
presented by Chairman of the Board of Trustees Oliver T. 
Carr Jr. At the moment when Carr draped the ribbon-hung 
medallion over the new president's head, the audience rose 
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The invocation: Rabbi Gerald 
Zelermyer 


to its feet in a spontaneous standing ovation. z 
President Trachtenberg reached back to 17th century 5 

France and the words of Blaise Pascal—‘‘The heart has its = 

reasons that the reason does not know’’—for his inaugural } í F 

address theme. Some highlights of the president’s remarks Honorary Marshals of the Inauguration: Professors Emeriti John Francis Latimer and 

can be found on page 3. George Nordlinger. 
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Alumnus and Trustee: U.S. 
Senator Daniel K. Inouye of 
Hawaii. 


A proud moment for sons Adam 
(left) and Ben Trachtenberg. 


“I regard Steve Trachtenberg 
as a leader who is continually 

educating himself through 
voracious reading, abundant 
friendship, an amplitude of 
speaking engagements before 
the mighty, the middle-level, 


Peg Callihan 


and the mi 
The Charles E. Smith Center, 2 p.m., April 16, 1989. iserable, and by 
keeping periodic company 


with Francine and her 
interests and concerns.” 


Professor David Riesman, 


Dept. of Soc f 
Harvard Un 
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“When Steve became president of the University of Hartford, I wrote a trustee there that he 
would make trouble, and it would be the kind of trouble the institution needed. 1 feel the same 
way about bis new appointment. GW is in for a lively ride. He’s a guy who thinks a lot and says 


what he thinks. That’s the best formula 1 know for university leadership.” 


Harold Howe II, 
former U.S. Commissioner of Education 
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The new pre side nt shares a hag The University of Hartford had 

with Erline Patrick, former many representatives in Wash- 

member of the University of ington for the festivities; among 

Hartford Board of Regents. them, Hartford's new presi- 
dent, Humphrey Tonkin (left), 
with University Secretary and 
General Counsel Charles P. 
Condon. 
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“I could have danced all night’ at the Presidential Gala z , È ; s s = 
in the Marvin Center Ballroom April 15 = In the receiving line: Trachten- ... and Engineering Alumni 
His Excellency Ambassador Andrew J. Jacovides of Cyprus berg greets Suffolk University Nahid (left) and Issa Khozei- 
presents a specially designed map of of the world to President President Daniel H. Perl- meh. 
Trachtenberg. University Marshal Robert Jones (center) looks on. ING Scots 


Excerpts from remarks by Stephen Joel Trachtenberg delivered on the occasion of his inauguration as 
president of The George Washington University . . 


Reason and Heart Together 


“The George Washington University’s location facilitated its development into what George Washington 
himself thought of as a ‘national university.’ Equally important, however, was the wisdom of the faculty 
members, administrators, and trustees who grasped that role with both hands and held onto it for a period 
of more than a century. And here we should not minimize the significance of the school’s Baptist roots, as 
well as the fact that its earliest presidents came from such strongly religious backgrounds.”’ 


Hamid Ghorani 


Students welcomed the new president by planting a cherry tree. 
Student government President Raffi Terzian and President Trach- 
tenberg share a rare quiet moment during that ceremony. 


“The major world religions—including Judiasm, Christianity and Islam—have always put teaching alongside 
revelation at the core of their value systems. What those early [GW] administrators, working with their 
faculty colleagues, sought to achieve was a university that would serve national needs—but would do so 
guided by the North Star of ethical and humane behavior.” 


““One of the things that has impressed me most of all at George Washington is the extent to which that early 
commitment to teaching has continued and has strengthened itself right down to the present time.” 


. the United States, like the European countries from which it drew so many of its citizens, was a nation 
that had developed its values out of two sets of ideals: a competitive tradition traceable to the values of 
ancient Greece, and an anticompetitive tradition traceable to the ideals repeatedly seat in the Bible. . . 


$ virtually every aspect of Greek culture was touched by the SE ideal . . . [it was] a culture that 
U 
i ' WZ = regarded second- and third-place winners as no better than losers. 
U.S. Rep. Clifford Stearns, . . -as did GW Professor of 
BEE '63, and Mrs. Stearns, Public Administration Susan “The tradition that we see developing in the pages of the Bible felt from the very start a certain distrust 
enjoyed the lively band at the J. Tolshin and her husband, toward those too intent on winning. . .. The Bible has contributed to our collective sensibility a deep, 
rh ae New York Times correspondent abiding concern with justice rather than victory. . . .”’ 


Martin Tolchin. 


“It would be possible, I think, to write a history of the United States or a history of American higher 
education in which the main theme would be the oscillation between these two ideals . . . . within the world 
of higher education, the long reign of disciplinary separation and specialization is giving way to a search, 
however inchoate, for the common ground linking technological achievement with humanistic concern, 
objectivity with ethics, analysis and synthesis, ends with means.” 


“*As our [GW’s] academic and administrative appointments increaingly confirm, we are a university whose 
goals are universal and embracing, not parochial and fragmented—which is why we can claim . . . to be 
preparing our students for the world of the 1990s, when desperate needs will run neck-and-neck with brilliant 


2 i- accomplishments, and when human intelligence and empathy will somehow have to cope with human 
r o ? destructiveness and mutual rejection.” 
{ bd £ z 
Honors for being ae littlest atest Se hee 6 good ‘ “The | t has its re s,’ te the French philsospher P l, ‘that the reason does not know.’ What 
angel’ at the Gala went, wishes from University doi : ie Noose insti h f Washi is t Dooi i Pascal 
hands down, to two-year-old Professor Amitai Etzioni. we are doing here, at a university loca in the heart o ashington, 1s to reason tow the marriage Pasc 


could not imagine, the union that at long last draws reason and the heart together. I am very proud, indeed, 
to be inaugurated today as the servant of a university that serves the world in which all of us hope to live.” 


Luigia Gabriella D'Onofrio, 
whose dad, Sergio, is an 
alumnus now in the 
Management Science 
Department. 
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George Whitefield Samson, 


1859-1871 
Fifth president . . . led College 
through Civil War (many stu- 
dents left, most to go to the 
South). Under executive order 
from Abraham Lincoln, College 
buildings became government 
hospital. By two years after 
war’s end, enrollment back up 
to 439 students. College growth 
included donation of new build- 
ing by W. W. Corcoran. Aca- 
demic progress included ‘‘ad- 
vanced course” for M.A. 
degree embracing six schools. 


—_ 


William Miller Collier, 
1918-1921 


U.S. Minister to Spain . . . 
tenth president. Established Stu- 
dent Army Training Corps and a 
U.S. Naval Unit for duration of 
World War I . . . resigned when 
nominated for an ambassador- 
ship. 
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James Clarke Welling, 
1871-1894 

Sixth president . . . former 
president of St. John’s College 
in Maryland . . . also had held 
Chair of Belles Lettres at 
Princeton. In 1873 Columbian 
College was renamed the ‘‘Co- 
lumbian University,” and 
moved to newly erected build- 
ings at 15th and H Streets. 
Other highlights: entry of first 
women students (1888) and 
birth of Dental School, Cor- 
coran Scientific School and 
School of Graduate Studies. 


William Mather Lewis, 
1923-1927 


Eleventh president . . . former 
official of U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce. Erected new gym 

. Saw first female member 
elected to Board of Trustees. 
Later became president of 
Lafayette College. 


William Staughton, 
1821-1827 

First president . . . had been a 
Baptist pastor in Philadelphia. 
Studied educational methods in 
Europe . . . created Classical, 
Medical and Theological De- 
partments. In 1824 presided 
over the institution’s first com- 
mencement . . . among guests: 


President James Monroe, several 
other federal dignitaries—and a 
distinguished visitor from 
abroad, the Marquis de Lafay- 
ette. 


Benaiah L. Whitman, 
1895-1900 

Seventh president . . . formerly 
president of Colby College in 
Maine . . . Added library sci- 
ence to curriculum, erected a 
new law school building and in- 
troduced nurses’ training at the 
hospital. New superintendent of 
hospital became first woman to 
appear on official faculty list. 
Of special interest: School of 
Comparative Jurisprudence and 
Diplomacy established, opening 
ceremonies of which were at- 
tended by U.S. President Mc- 
Kinley and his cabinet. 


Cloyd Heck Marvin, 
1927-1959 


Former University of Arizona 
president . . . twelfth president. 
. . . Reorganized university 
administration . . . strengthened 
financial structure . . . con- 
ducted vast building program— 
many classrooms, dormitories, 
laboratories; also university hos- 
pital. Founded College of Gen- 
eral Studies (1950) to provide 
programs on- and off-campus. 
Longest term in GW history— 
32 years. 


Stephen Chapin, 
1828-1841 
Second president . . . former 
theology professor at Waterville 
College (now Colby College) in 


Maine. Inherited college with fi- 


nancial problems that required 
his entire term of office to 
solve. High points of presi- 
dency: first GW Master of Arts 
degrees awarded . . . federal 
grant of city lots valued at 
$25,000 given to school. 


Charles Willis Needham, 
1902-1910 

Former law dean . . . eighth 
president. Led institution into 
20th century . . . in 1904 saw 
final renaming as ‘‘The George 
Washington University,” with 
new charter permitting organiza- 
tion of colleges. Result: Na- 
tional College of Pharmacy fully 
associated with the university 

. College of Veterinary Med- 
icine organized . . . Washington 
College of Engineering renamed 
College of Engineering and Me- 
chanical Arts. University dis- 
played new seal and flag at first 
convocation of newly renamed 
university. 


Thomas Henry Carroll, 
1961-1964 


Thirteenth president . . . former 
vice president of Ford Founda- 
tion . . . initiated work on new 
wing of university hospital . . . 
formed consortium of area uni- 
versities to make courses and 
resourses available to more stu- 
dents . . . presidency cut short 
by untimely death. 


Joel Smith Bacon, 
1843-1854 


Came from the staff of Hamil- 
ton College . . . third president. 
Led College in a period of grad- 
ual but consistent progress. . . . 
moved Medical Department 
headquarters into the District of 
Columbia city hospital—thus 
creating one of the earliest 
teaching hospitals in the coun- 
try. First Doctor of Laws degree 
conferred (1846) and first al- 
umni association formed (1847) 
during his tenure. 


Charles Herbert Stockton, 
1910-1918 

Ninth president . . . retired rear 
admiral arrived in troubled 
times, taking over as a report by 
Attorney General of the United 
States showed that university 
expenditures had exceeded in- 
come and university's endow- 
ment was endangered. Heavy 
mortgage was placed on the 
properties housing medical 
school and hospital. Stockton— 
who served without compensa- 
tion during part of presidency— 
laid basis for solid recovery and 
moved university to present site. 


Lloyd Hartman Elliott, 
1965-1988 


Former president of University 
of Maine . . . fourteenth presi- 
dent. Built three major libraries 
and numerous teaching and rec- 
reational facilities. Increased en- 
dowed chairs from 3 to 20. . . 
introduced new faculty rank, 
“University Professor,” bring- 
ing to campus exceptional 
scholars. Spearheaded successful 
completion of NEH Challenge 
Grant . . . credited with tremen- 
dous growth of endowment— 
from less than $9 million in 
1965 to nearly $220 million in 
1988. 


Joseph Getchell I 

1855-1858 
Former missionary in I 
fourth president. Adde 
to the curriculum . . . | 
the presidency in 1858 
tinue missionary work, 
Burma. En route died ¢ 
was buried in the India 


In addition to 15 presi 
from the wisdom of sev 
dents. These were: San 
served as acting presid 
1900-1902; Howard L. 
dent in 1921-1923; ana 
acting president in 195 
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for the photos and rese 
would not have been px 
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T And Looking 
Ahead With the 
a New First Family 


s late as the 1970s, the role of a university 
president’s wife was clear: to assist and support 
the work of her husband. 
The 1980s have raised all kinds of new possi- 
bilities, including university presidents’ wives who 
have flat-out refused to deviate one inch from their own 


ary in India 

Added German career-tracks. “‘As for entertaining,” they have said in 
n a Sy effect, ‘‘that can be fitted in here and there when my 
n 1858 to con- 99 3 
» work, in schedule allows. 


Where Francine Zorn Trachtenberg is concerned, none 
of that seems to be a problem—which may have a lot to 
do with the fact that she shares some of her husband’s 
titanic energy, even if she is seldom found at the home fax 
machine after 2 a.m., sending one last message to another 
professional insomniac. 

Fran, as she is known to those who have met her at least 
once, is a historian of photography who served as adjunct 
curator of photography at the Wadsworth Atheneum in 
Hartford. Her home is decorated with photos so famous 
that they are often found in textbooks on the subject, 
including the classic portrait of the nineteenth century 
female author George Sand. (Recent additions include a 
portrait of Walt Whitman and a photograph by Jeffrey 
Stephanic of the GW art faculty.) Indeed, she met her 
future husband when he was an associate dean at Boston 
University and she was completing her graduate work in 
the art history department. 

That would ordinarily type someone as more inclined 
toward aesthetics than tough worldly challenges like getting 
massive building projects effectively completed. Just to 
prove that stereotypes can be wrong, therefore, Fran served 
as director of capital projects at the University of Hartford, 
with special responsibility for its University Center—a 
complex that will be officially opened in a few weeks and 
will give the campus a completely new point of focus. 

Meanwhile, Fran also served as vice president of the 
Greater Hartford Jewish Community Center, as a member 
of two public broadcasting boards and as director of a 
project on women and careers funded by the Carnegie 
Corporation. 

And then there are the roles of spouse, mother and 
university president’s wife, to which she brings the straight- 
forwardness, the energy and—thank heaven!—the sense of 
humor for which she is becoming as well known in 
Washington as she was formerly in Hartford. 

A marriage that took place at the Western Wall in 
Jerusalem has produced two sons: Adam Maccabee, 13, 
and Ben Lev, 10. She has worked hard to see to it that 
they receive the parenting they need, and, in her own 
words, is ‘usually home when they come from school. We 
have some time together. I get them organized, get dinner 
ready and see that homework is underway—or at least on 
the agenda!’ 

And then there is the process of entertaining and attending 
functions that has become synonymous with a modern 
university presidency. Back in Hartford, there were people 


e died at sea and 
e Indian Ocean. 


5 presidents, GW has also benefitted 

n of several acting or ad interim presi- 
re: Samuel Harrison Greene, who 

| president in 1894-95 and again in 
vard L. Hodgkins, ad interim presi- 
23; and Oswald Symister Colclough, 
in 1959-61 and again in 1964-65 


o University Archivist David Anderson 


nd research without which this article 
been possible 


we 


Fifteenth president . . . assumed 
office August 1, 1988, inaugu- 
rated April 16, 1989. Formerly 


i administrator at Boston Univer- who suggested the possible existence of four or five Stephen 
! « y gg p phe 
Hi sity and most recently, president Joel Trachtenberg clones—since how else could anyone, in 
it of The University of Hartford : è ; as 
ag! for I1 “oid Sey pe a single week, hold three dinner-parties, attend five dinner- 
veka higher education yer parties, and also appear at two confirmations and three bar 


mitzvahs while dictating 112 letters, answering 279 phone 
calls, delivering three major speeches and holding the usual 
staff meetings? 

More amazing yet, how could he so often be accompanied 
by Francine Zorn Trachtenberg, whose duties included 
everything listed above and a few chores we haven’t found 
room to mention? 

Now that mystery is one for Washingtonians to ponder. 
As for Fran, she smiles her usual straightforward smile and 
makes it all sound perfectly natural. 

‘‘One of the reasons we made the transition from Hartford 
to Washington,” she observes, ‘‘is because of the sheer 
variety and intensity of life here. It’s good for Stephen, it’s 
good for the boys and it’s good for me.” 

Even New York—where she, like her husband, was 
raised— ‘doesn’t hold a candle to the immediacy of life in 


related issues . . . widely 


continued on back cover 
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Alumni College: 
Back To School, and Glad of it! 


here’s nothing quite like a George Washington 

reunion—a time for reminiscing about the good 

old days when learning was a full-time job, 

rekindling old friendships and experiencing the 

university of today. GW alumni took things one 

step further this past reunion weekend, when they actually 

became students again—Alumni College students, that is. 

Alumni College, held the day before President Trachten- 

berg’s inauguration, featured fascinating lectures by guest | 
experts as well as many of our own distinguished George 
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Washington professors. Alumni and guests were invited to 


| 
Í 
attend up to three one-and-a-half hour classes of their choice | 


in a wide range of disciplines. Lecture topics ran the gamut i 
from ‘*Putting the Constitution into Historical Context: | 
Intellectual and Moral Visions of the Founders,” by Arthur 
Wilmarth, Associate Professor of Law, to ‘‘Supernova and 
You: Personal Aspects of the Supernova Phenomenon,”’ by 
Herman H. Hobbs, Professor of Physics. 

In addition to being brought up to date on a number of 
timely and exciting issues, participants were treated to a 
showcase of GW faculty and a huge dose of nostalgia. The 
only thing missing was the final exam—but complaints 
about that were kept to a minimum. L] Jamie Freedman 
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One of GW’s newer faculty members is Peter Reddaway, 
Professor of Political Science and International Affairs, former 
director of the prestigious Kennan Institute. Reddaway, one of 
the nation’s foremost experts on the Soviet Union, lectured on 
“Can Gorbachev Succeed?"’ 


Lad err? 


Bim... 


“Medical Ethics: A Growth Industry,’’ was a topic that 
provoked lively interest at Alumni College. Above, Professor of 
Religion Harry E. Yeide Jr., in mid-lecture. 


Alumni College also featured ceramics demonstrations by GW 
graduate students. Left, Jewell Brenneman works in terra cotta, 
while above, John Davis demonstrates the drying of his 
stoneware. 


Photos by Hamid Ghorani 
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Ithough Stephen Joel 

Trachtenberg was officially 

ugurated as president of 

The George Washington Univer- 

work at his new job since last 
August. 

Being a university president is 
no easy task. In order to give the 
GWTimes readers a sense of what 
it is like to be the president of a 
large urban university, the writer, 
along with photographer Hamid 
Ghorani, chronicled President 
Trachtenberg’s travels for a week 
that being a university president 
without doubt, stamina! 

Here are snapshots of an “‘av- 
erage” whirlwind week in the life 
of The George Washington Uni- 
versity President, Stephen Joel 
Trachtenberg. We could hardly 
keep up with him! C 
Kellie J. Boyet, public information 
specialist, Office of University Re- 
lations 


A reception at 
Trac ‘Atenberg 
Donald Brow 
a “Have a Heart’ 


Trac 
to meet math 


bs hildren’ s Hospital in the 

s” honor; hospital CEO 

n presents the President with 
Poster, 


ibrary 


stops by the Gelman L 


‘hrenberg ilty and staff. 


fact 


Meeting with the president: Harold 
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“First Family” 


ed from page 5 


this particular world city,” she feels. **The university 


At some other U.S. universities there may be 
presidents’ wives who have given up careers in order 
to play their foreordained role, or have turned their 
backs on the role in order to maintain independent 


itself is an environment that keeps me in touch with careers, Dialectical tensions like that don’t seem to 
every one of my ‘pasts,’ including my strong and apply where Francine Zorn Trachtenberg is concerned, | VOL. 18 NO. 2 SPRING 1989 THE GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY 


continuing concern with photography because she knits her concerns and duties together in 


[he Trachtenberg sons are living proof of her ways that are very effective while also seeming very 
characterization. Pursuing interests that range from relaxed. 
chess and the cello to baseball and politics, they have The right word to describe the Trachtenberg style 
sniffed out, according to Fran, ‘‘the Connecticut is probably synthesis. Husband and wife both enjoy 
Avenue stretch around Dupont Circle—all the stores, putting things together in ways that are quite new 


restaurants and baseball card shops!’ while also being quite right. 


The Inauguration of 
Stephen Joel Trachtenberg 


Peg Callihan 


’ Trachtenberg family just before April 15 gala: from left, Francine, Stephen, Ben and Adam. ` 
The moment of 
investiture: 
Oliver T. Carr Jr. 
presents bronze 
medallion, with 
Marshal Robert 
Jones looking on. 
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